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To  'the  chaiiTiien  and 'Members  of  the 

Health,  Maternit3;"  and  child  He  If  are  and  ' . ■ ■ 

Mental  Deficiencj^  coraaittees. 

Messrs,  chairmen Ladies , and  Gentlemen , " ' . ■ , 

I have  pleasure  in /present ing  to  you  mjT-^  Annual,, 
Report  on  the  Health  of  the  Borough  for . the  - j^ear' l94b.  . 

The  report  is  an  interim  one  and ; is  still  further 
abridged  compared  with  that  for' 1939,. 

The  year  has  been  a heavy  one  for  the  staff,  the 
burdeh  of  civil  Defence  duties  having  added  considerably 
to  their  v/ork  . However,  the  vrark  of  the  personal' health- 
services  has  been  maintained  with  veiy/  little  curtailment, 
sinc  e they  are  of  such  great  importance  during  time  of  \iar. 
My  thanks  are  due  to  the  loyal  assistance-  of  the'-' 
nursing  and  cloricaL  staffs  and  to'  all-  Voluntary  ,¥elf‘areM._ 
Horkers  for  their  valued  help.  " ' 
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STATISTICS  ' ID  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Tile  RGgistrar-G-eneral  ^ s cstii.ato  of  tho  rosidont  - 
population  at  nid^year  1940  > "■>ras  5?, 740,  a docroasG  of 
4,260  on  his  Gstiniatod  figure  for  nid-year  1939, 

Live-births  totalled  1075,  of  vmich  538  wgtg  male 
and  537  fomalo.  27  bii-ths  v/cre  illegitimate.  The 
birth  rate  per  lOOO  of  the  estimated  population  is 
therefore  18.62  compared  iiith  a rate  of  17.60  for  193  9. 
Still-births  numbered  42,  giving  a rate  per  lOOO  total 
{live  and  still)  births  of  37.6,  compared  v;ith  39.54  for 

1939. 

Deaths  numbered  824,  of  vhich  429  v/erc  male  and  395 
female.  This  gives  a death  rate  per  lOOG  ef  the 
estimated  population  of  14.27,  which  when  corrected  and 
adjusted  to  make  it  comparable  with  the  death  rate  of  the 
country  and  other  districts,  gives  a standardized  death 
rate  of  16.55  per  lOOO  estimated  population.  The  figure 
for  1939  was  15.19. 

Tho  Death  Rate  of  Infants,  under  1 year  of  age  is 
72.33  per  lOOO  live ^births,  vhereas  tho  Infant  Mortality 
rate  for  1939  was  70.44. 

The  fallowing  table  shows  tho  causes. of  death  during 

1940.  , . ■ ■ ■ 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

1. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  Eovors, 

^ ■ 

^ . 

2. 

Corobro  Spinal  Fever. » 

1 

- 

1 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

- 

— 

4. 

Uhooping  Cough. 

- 

5 

5 

5. 

Diphtheria. 

5 

4 

9 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  system. 

30 

27 

57 

7. 

Other  forms-  pf  Tuberculosis. 

3 

5 

8 

8.' 

Syphilitic  diseases. 

2 

3 

5 

9, 

Influenza:-  ' ‘ 

9 

5 

14. 

10. 

Measles 

— 

>. 

11. 

Acute  poliomyelitis  and  polio-cncephaliti 

s . 

12. 

Acute  inf.  encephalitis. 

1 

1 

2 

13. 

Cancer  of  buc,  cav  and  oosoph.(m) 

, pit  eras  (f) 

5 

3 

8 

14  i 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum. 

14 

3 

17 

15. 

Cancer  of  breast. 

1 

1 

16. 

cancer  of  all  other  sites. 

28 

24 

52  ' 

17. 

Diabetes • 

1 

8 

9 

18. 

Intra  cranial  vascular  lesions 

56 

47 

103 

19. 

Heart  disease. 

67 

90 

157 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system.. 

15 

18 

33 

21. 

Bronchitis . 

33 

37 

75 

22. 

pneumonia. 

55 

19 

54 

23. 

Other  respiratory  diseases. 

14 

8 

22 

24. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum. 

11 

1 

12 

25. 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years. 

5 

2 

7 

3 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

.M, 

F. 

Total. 

26,  Appendicitis, 

1 

1 

27,  Other  digestive  diseases. 

4 

9 

13 

28,  Nephritis, 

29,  Puerperal  and  T)ost  abort. 

17 

12 

29 

sepsis. 

- 

- 

- 

30,  Other  maternal  causes. 

••• 

. - 

- 

31,  premature  .Birth, 

15 

7 

22  ' 

22.  Congenital  malformation, 

birth 

injuries,  infant  diseases 

. 9 

8 

17 

33,  Suicide, 

1 

3 

4 

34,  Road  Traffic  accidents. 

7 

1 

8 

35,  Other  violent  causes. 

10 

11 

21 

36,  All  other  causes. 

26 

42 

58 

TOTALS 

429 

395 

824 

Comparisons  of  Dudley’s  statistics  v/it.b.  those  of 
England  and  t/ales,  and  with  those-  of  towns  with  populations 
over  50,000  show  several  features  of  interest.  The  live- 
birth  rate  of  Dudley  (18.62  per  lOOO  population)  exceeds 
that  of  England  and  T7ales  (14,6  per  lOOO)  and  SlIso  exceeds 
that  of  tholbxggor  townp  (16,0  per  lOOO) . The  death  rate 
is  also  higher,  being  16.55  per  lOOO  in  -Dudley,  and  14.3  per 
1000  in  the  country  as  a whole  -and  15,8  in  the  large  tqwhs,  ■■ 

The  Infant  Mortality  rate  is  high  (72  per  lOCO  live 
births)  compared  with  55,  the  rate  for, the  country,  and  61 
the  rate  for  the  largo  tov/ns.  Dudlegrts  infant  mortality 
rate  for  1939.  was  also  high,  and  while  it  might  be  contended 
that  the  rate  for  Dudley  has  not  risen  since  1939  to  the 
'same  extent  as  the  rate  for  the  country  as 'a  vdiole , neverthe- 
loss  such  a rate  of  infant  mortality  is  to  bo  regretted  as 
being  in  some  degree  pre-vontable.  ' it  is  recognized  that 
nco-natal  deaths,  i.e.  tliL  deaths  of  infants  within  the  first 
month  of  life,  are  in  part  duo  to  congenital  causes  which 
Wjill  probably  never  bo  entirely  eliminated,  but  deaths  in 
the  later  months  from  infective  conditions  have  increased  in 
number,  the  chief  causes  being  bronchitis  and  broncho- 
pneumonia. 

The  following  table  gives  the  ten  chief  causes  of  death 
in  their  order. 


causes  of  death. 

Halos 

Females 

Total 



total  deaths 

Heart  Disease, 

67 

90 

157 

19,03 

intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

56 

47 

103 

12,50 

Cancer 

47 

31 

78 

9.47 

Bronchitis 

38 

37 

75 

9.10 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

30 

27 

57 

6.92 

pneimionia 

35 

19 

54 

6.55 

Congenital  Debility  ) 

Congenital  Malformations  ) 

24 

15 

39 

4.73 

premature  Births  ) 

Other  c irculatorj’’  dl  seases 

15 

18 

33 

4.01 

Violence  other  than  suicide 

17 

12 

29 

3.50 

Nephritis 

17 

12 

29 

3,50 

4 


Deaths  from  Heart  Disease  'have  slightly  dgereased  fron 
•a  peroentage'  of  21  on  19^59, ..to  19.03  in  the  year  under 
reviev;,  cancer  has  also  a docreased'  Death  Rate,  . In  ' ■ 
1939  it  conposod  11.6  -MC.r  eciit  of  all  deaths,  in  1940  it 
uas  rohponsiblo  for  9u47  per  cent,  - '■'The  oategory,  intra-  - 
cranial  vascular  lesions,  is  a nev/  one  designed  to  include 
cerebral  haonorrhage , ' throiiih.osis  and  such  causes  of  death. 

There  were  no  no-ternal  deaths  during  1940  • The 
rate  for  the  country  as  a whole  was^.  2. 16  per  lOCO  total 
(live  and  still)  births. 


GENSML  PROVISION  OF  HHALTH  SEWICHS. 

Midwifery  Servic c ^ 

The  Midwifery  Service  has  now  settled  down  as  an 
essential  constituent  part  of  the  preventive  health 
sorvicos,  and  the  nunici23al  nidwives  attended  992  domi- 
ciliary deliveries  during  t::.Q  3^001-.  This  gives  an  averag-^ 
of  82,6  cases  per  3.’'oar  per  midwife,  and  i s in  1137'  opinion 
a fair  maximum  for  a year.  In  rotation  they  attend  the 
pre-natal  clinics.  independent  midwives  attended  18 
deliveries  within  the  bor  ugh.  This  gives  a total  of 
I0I4  births  occurring  in  the  borough  the  remainder  (61) 
wore  delivered  outside  the  borough  area. 

Medical  Aid  was  sought  in  366  instances. 

Child  Welfare, 

The  total  attendances  at  all  child  Welfare  Clinics 
during  the  year  1940  were  as  follows. 


Children  under  1 3roar  ............  16,780 

Children  from  1-5  years  ........  4,703 


21,483 


The  total  attendances  for  1939  wore  21,964.,  ■ ^ , 

pre-natal  and  Post-natal  Clinics.  _ . , . . - 

Those  iToro  attordod  037  '"56  new"  patients  end  this  figure 
gives  a percentage' of  70  „ 3,  of  all.- births  .regi  stered ' in 
Dudley  during  the  year. 

\ ' 

These  patients  made  2477  attendances.  ' The  number  of 
patients  who  repprted  for . post-natal  examination  ¥;as  14, 

The  only  change  in  the  arrangements  is  that  a clinid-is 
no¥7  held  v/oekly,  ■at;  ilothcrton  instead  of  once  a fortnight,  * 


' Institutional  Pro;visij)n  for_Mo_tlte 

• ' The  Ros'viiiary  Ednan  Hone  was  ro-openod 

and  the  Matc-rnity  and  child  arc  cornriittoo  TJcrc 

responsible  for  S .adriissions . The  public  Assistance  • , 

Cormittce  sent  5 eases  into  New  CPess  iris  titution,  < 

t/o Ivor hainp ton,  for  co'nf inenont, 

As  in  previous  years,  all  complicated  obstetric 
cases- T7Gro  admitted  to  the  Maternity  Hospital,  Loveday 
Street,  Bi  ruling  ham,  uliile  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia 
were  sent  to  the  .General  Hospital,  Birraingham. 

Sir -BocleTitji  l^hitchouso  continued  as  obstetric 
consultant  .and  Mr.  Banby  as  his  deput^r. 

Difficulties -having  arisen  in -connection  with  the 
adraission  of  complic  ated  obstetrical  and  puerperal  cases 
to  Biminghari,  the  .House  Governor'  of  the  .Royal  Ho-spital, 
I'/olverhampton  was  approached  .r/ith  a view  to  such  cases 
being  admitted  to  this  Hospital  if  no  bods  were  available 
at  Birmingham-, 

An  arrangeraent  was  concluded  whereby  the  Royal 
Hospital'' s Consultants  irould  be  available  at  an  agreed  fee 
for  the  purpose  of  visiting  any  abnormal  obstetric  caso 
and  admitting  to  Hospital  if  necessary. 

It  was-' also  agreed  that,  cases ''of  puerperal  sepsis 
would  be  admitted  irithbut  a'lirior  consultation  provided 
accommodation  was  available.  ' 


Maternal  Bcat];^^ 

According  to  the  Registrar ■ General ’ s Return  there 
were  no  Maternal  deaths  during  1940.  This  must  be  welcomed 
as  a very  satisfactory  state  of  affairs. 


The 
1940  was 


Maternal  M,ortality  rate  for  En.gland  and  Halos  for 
2.16  per  lOOO  total"  births. 


Ear,  Nose  a^d  Throat  clini^ 

Dr,  Doan  reports  that  the  attendances  made  by  ■ 
children  under  -5  totalled  155-  and  that  10  children  v/ero 
referred  for  operation./ 

Dental  Work. 

Maternity  end  Chi}j._  If  are,  ■ - 

The  fo.llov.Aiig  is  tHo  report  of  Mr.  I.D.  Nelson, 

Senior  Dental  Officer. 

^ "in  cormion  with  every  other  branch  of  the,  dental 
service  thebe  has  been  a drop  in  attendance  durin.g  the  year. 
It  is  estimated  that  85  sessions  have  boon  devoted  to  this 
work.  practically  ever...y  caso- has  attended  purely  for 
emergency  treatment  , such  as  for  tooth-ache  and  very  few 
indeed  have  come  because  they  have  any  desire  to  maintain 
their  dentitions  in  good  condition.  it  should  be 
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appreciated  that  in  this  service,  the  majority  of  the  cases 
treated  are  referred  either  by  the  h;^edical  Officers  or  the 
local  practitioners  and  that  the  attendances  are  not  under 
our  control  to  any  large  extent, 

Reference  to  the  statist] cs  shows  "that .as  usual  very 
little  conservative,  work  ha, 3 been  done,  .This  is  accounted 
for  first  by  the  fact  that  t'.ie  m.ajority  of  the  mouths  seen 
are  in  too  airty  a condi t i^';:  'to  liuhc  fillings  a worth-while 
proposition.  secondl^^,  those 'people  seeking  appointments 
for  f illin,gs  ..and  tho.se  advised  to'have  fillings,  seldom 
keep  their  ..a'ppointments  for  the  'o'ork  to  be  Parried  out, 

consideration  has  been- given  during  the  year  to  the 
provision  of  dentures,  but  it  v/ouid  appear  that  it  is  not 
an  appropriate  .ti-o.o  to  introduce  such  a scheme,  during  the 
present  disorganised  v/ar-*timo  conditions.  Further,  many  of 
those  prenatal  arid  postnatal  cases  who  today  require  dentures, 
are  the  very  people  who  loft  school  (owing  to  the  efforts  of 
the  school  .Dental  s.crvico)  with  sound  dentitions*  it  would 
therefore  appear  a more  logical  idea  to  extend  the  dental 
services  (if  such  a thing  wore  possible)  past  the  school 
leaving  age,  to  prevent  the  wastage  of  vrork  done  during  the 
school  year  and  lar^goly  to  avoid  the  necessity  for  dentures. 

My  personal  feelings  with  regard  to  M & C h vrork.  is  that 
it  consists  largely  of  treating  conditions  vrhich  ou\ht  hever 
to  have  arisen.  The  young  mother  and  expectant  mother  should 
require  conservative  work  and  not  clearance,  dentures  and 
coitractions.  The  baby  of  3 and  4 should  have  sound  tooth  if 
given  proper  care  and  diet,  both  for  himself  and  to  his  mother 
prcnatally.  Education  and  the  perfection  of  existing  schemes 
raay  ultimately  attain  this  ideal,- 

The  following  table  gives  the  dental  treatment  figures  for 
1940  for  mothers  and  preschool  children. 


DucTloy 

priory  jN»  ton 

if.HalT 

ToTaT" 

No.  of  mothers  attending 
Subsequent  attendances  by 

147 

53 

17 

1 

218 

■ mothers 

61 

9 

4 

2 

76 

No.  of  prenatai's  attending 
subsequent  attGndci..accs  by 

18 

3 

8 

29 

* • • ■ , p.renatals 

No.  of  preschool  chi] (iron 

4 

— 

1 

— 

5 

attending 

subsequent  attendances  by 

99 

' 31 

24 

2 

156 

preschool  children 

■ 

6 ’ 

4 

1 

24 

Total  attendances  . 

342'; . 

102 

58  . •: 

6 

508 

Porraanent  fillings 

15 

1 

16 

Temporary  fi]  lings  . 

- 

- 

7 

7 

Permanent  ext rac;t ions 

321 

124'. 

48  , " 

3 

496 

TGiiiporary  extractions  ' ■' 

112  . 

. 38 

24  ' ’ 

174 

Nitrous  Oxide  /avaestbesia  ‘ 

.291 

93 

44 

- 

428 

Other  operations , pormai'.ent 

25 

3 ■ 

4 

- 

32 

” ■ temporary 

11 

, 3 

8 

1 

23 

7 *- 


Mentally  Defectives 


Although  this  nork  represents  the  smllest  branch  of 
the  dental  service,  even  fewer  cases  than  usual  were 
referred  for  treatraent.  Two  cases  oniy  made  three 
Qttendances,  and  on  each  occasion  nitrous  oxide  was 
administered  for  the  extraction  of  teeth* 


" y School  ^ 

No  routine  hnspe-ction  has  yet  been  carried  out, 
although  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  be  possible  in 
future  years.  since  the  opening  of  this  school, 
some  difficultjT’  has  boon  experienced  in  inspecting  all 
the  elciiiontary  schools  in  the  borough  in  the  course  of 
a twelve  months,,  It  was  not  considered  desirable  to 
carry  out  an  oxamin8.tion  here  at  the  c^rpense  of  our 
regular  elementary  schools.  The  children,  hov/cver, 
appear  to  bo  under  the  observation  of  the  teachers  and 
all  those  needing  urgent  .treatment  have'  been  brought  over 
to  the  clinic,  sixteen  children  have  made  nineteen 
attendances.  Eighteen  temporary  tooth  have  been 
extracted,  seventeen  administrations  of  nitrous  oxide 
have  been  made  for  the  purpose  and  there  have  boon  two 
other  dental  operations  performed. 


Mr.  Nelson  has  also  provided  an.  analysis  of  the 
dental  work  done  in  the  years  1931  - 1940  in  connection 
with  the  Council’s  Mricrnity  ahd  child  Nelf'aro  Scheme. 

The  following  is  his  report, 

"The  dental  work  in  connection  with  mothG.rs  and 
pre-school  children  had  its  official  beginning  in  1931, 

The  supply  of  those  patients  depends  largely  on 
circumstances  outside  our  control,  since  only  those  cases 
referred  to  us  from  other  departments  and  practitioners 
receive  treatment.  The  bulk  of  the  work  consists  of 
extractions  to  clear  up  gross  sepsis  and  in  the  majority 
of  cases  fillings  are  definitely  contr-indicated  owing 
to  the  filthy  mouth  conditions.  More  conservative  work 
could  be  done,  but  bearing  in  mind  the  long  waiting  list 
we  alY/ays  have  araongst  school  children,  it  vjould  have  to 
be  done  at  their  expense,  improved  working  conditions 
in  the  clinics  may  make  it  possible  to  increase  the  output 
but  meanwhile  conservative  work  for  the  school  children 
shows  the  greatest  profit. 
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Analysis  of  ions , Fillins:s  5c  Anaesthetics 

for  Maternity  a 11  ' '■elf are  Cases  fron  beginning 
oi  1951.  ^ 
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AJialysis  of  Matc-rr.i  ^ty  & child  Welfare  Attendances 
at  Dental  Clinic  li'Cii  beyinning  of  scheme,  1931. 
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Iloalth  N ' H-rk, 

Visits  to  children  under  1 veo.r  of  a-;ie. 

a)  First  Visits  . « . 95o 

b)  Total  visits  560G 


Visits  to  children  betv/een  1 i-  5 years  .........  9937 

pre-natal  visits  295 

Stillbirth  investigations  29 

infant  death  investigations  74 

Ophthalmia  neonatoruiu  visits  13 

Miscellaneous  visits  1342 


The  number  and  t5T)es  of  cases  attending  the  orthopaedic 
clinic  Y7ere  as  follo’.'/s  :« 

Morn^ lA^rcn^ar  af f e c ti  o no . 

Paralysis 
Rickets 

Congenital  deformities 
Deformities  of  feet 
Other  conditions 

Total  attendances 

Tuber  c u 1 ^ af  f e c "gi  o n s^ 

Spinal  disease 
Others 

Total  attendai'ces 


Old 


3 

15 

5 


]Me\J 

7 

7 

4 

14 

6 


. . 262 


1 


The  total  at'bendaoc.-rs  made  at  the  Ultra  Viole  t Light 
CO-inic  were  447 j J. 'cions  treat. od  being  rickets,  debility, 

bronchitis  and  alopecia.  , 

Nationo],  Milk  cphejie . 

In  opcrati.on  from  l.st  July..  supplies  milk  either  free 
or  at  2d  a plrii;  to  all  eiqYOctant  and  nursing  mothers  and 
childreij.  ’end.: >0  years. 

lu  S'.ptember,  1940,  arrangements  were  made  with  ti.e 
Milk  offioer  whereby  National  Dried  Ijilk  would  be 
distributed  at  the  Ueli’are  Clinics. 
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Dr,  Brodie,  ono  of  the  iviinistry  of  cleolth's  Regional 
Medical  Officers,  and  Miss  Br^^ant , carx-iod  out  an  inspection 
of  the  Council's  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services  on 
11th,  12th  and  15th  /ipril,  1940  and  while  ewprossing 
general  satisf emotion  with  the  existing  services,  raado  certain 
roconiriendations  for  increasing  their  scope,  viz, 

1) .  A '^-J^cikly  pron.  V'  1.  clinic  at  Fethorton  in  place  of 

^6  ibrrnll^lol.  ’“ohe  hold  hitho’rto*/ ' 

This  has  beer.  , into  operation, 

> • 

2) ,  The  csgablisnn. xrc  of  o^j^onsi^tat ivo  prenatal 

cXini  c to*  be’  libX’cr'lfy  ‘sir’”  ’■■ThhtehVuse’, 

Xho’’*comicTr^*s  ‘con’s''uleatiTc* 'oXXTeXrXXi*^^^  ’ ■ 

3) .  S'^iffing  of  Prenatal  clinics  by  Midv/ivos  on  rota. 

Tills  cfiXXlig’eiie'ht'  haX''  ¥c*cri  pr-irr  *iht'o'  b pc  rat ’ion*'  arfd 
works  cxtr-vricl^^  well  and  releases  oiie  health 
nurse  at  each  clinic  for  other  work. 

4)  . Horn  I'Tiir^^ing  of  Ca_s_os^  of  puerperal  r3^rcxia  by  DiS'tri_c_t 

rfurscs.'*'*’  ■'  " ‘ ...... 

Tnc*'Mafron  and  Honorar^r  Secretary  of  the  Ba  dley 
District  Nurses’  Horae  have  been  eipnroachcd  regarding 
■ the  possibility^  of  the  District  Nurses  being  used 
for  nursing  cases  of  niscarriago  which  developed 
pyrexia  and  also  for  cases  of  puerperal  py^roxia'  which 
arc  not  serious  onou,gh..to  v/arrant  roiioval  to  hospital. 

It  has  now  boon  agreed  that  the  District  Nurses 
should  do  this  work  and  a fee  of  2/6d  per  visit  will 
bo  paid  byT-  the  Local  Authority^. 

The  schoino  has  been  put  into  operation  in  1941, 

5) ,  Maternity^  l-lo:ne  Acegorpodat  ion^ 

The  closing  of  the  .Ro senary^  Ldnam  Hone  at  the 
beginning' ■ of 'the  yrar  led  to  groat  difficulties  in 
securing  .Maternity  Hone  Accanraodati  on  for  expectant 
nothors,  .Dr,  Brodie  pronised  to.  .take  the  natter  up 
with, .the  Staffordshire  Countyr  council. 

5)  Pro  vision  of  dcr^tuirs  for  expectant  and  nurs^_g_ 

np_thc~rs“',‘  ^ ■ 

'Tills  has  not  proved  to  be  a practicable 
propositioji, 

7).  Add  it  ion'a  1 Ultra  'y'io  lo  t highly  clinic  at  Neth^rton. 
X^su’itabX’e  ’T'anp*  irab'''bXcX'''pl’urbha’sb'd'',''  a'lid 
coranoncenent  has  been  nadc  in  1941, 


Nursing  Hracs . 

Jm  application,  was  received  during  the  y;'oar  for 
registration  of  preiiiscs  as  a Maternity  Hone,  The  Council 
made  an  order  refusing  the  application  on  the  grounds  that 
the  premises 'virere  unsuitable, 
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Lab  0 ra  t o ry_Ar rangono  n t s • 

The  folio '"'in  3 oxariinations  woro  roado  at  the  ' \ 
laboratory  at  Tbo  firs. 


Diphtheria  s\:abs  « . . * 29o 

Sputuia  for  T.B.  ,'t 30 

, PingiTont 4 , * * f » i , 


Total 

Dr  in os  8 


32j3 


Caro  of  Mental  pofoctivos#  .. 

^ Tov/ards  tho  end  of  1940 « thq,  occupat  ion  centre  had 
not  resumed  on  account  of  unsuitable  promises  unprovided 
v;ith  shelter  accommodation-  and  it  was  proposed  by  tho 
Board  of  Control  that  a trial  night  bo  riade  of  a system 
of  Home  Training*  I advised  against  this  on  account  of 
the  fact  that  It  in  n'o  ijay  provides  any  noarl3^  adequate 
substitute  for  an  occupation  centre,'  ^ It  was  tried  out 
ho¥/ovcr  and  diseovorod  to  bo  no  substitute  whatsoever. 

On.  further  appeal  to  the  Board  of  Control,  the  former 
infants  Department  of  .''■'olvorhampton  street  schools  was 
allov/cd  to  be  used  as  a centre  and  tide,  defectives  are  novj 
very  happily  housed  and  catered  for  there, 

Tho  following  table  gives  the  annual  figures  as 
furnished  to"  the  Board  of  control 

Males  Females  Total 


1)  . Odder  statutory  supervision  ,29  34 

Of  whom,  awaiting  removal  to  an  ' ' 

Institution  -*  3 

2) ,  Reported  to  the  Local  Authority  from 

: any  rel iable  source  and  recognised 

by  them  as  mentallj?’  defective,  but  as 
to  xtiom  no  actipn  under  the  Mental 
De ficiency  Acts  .has' been  tojeen 


a)  children  between  the  ages  of 

34.0.01.  16  years  Nil 

b)  All  other,  cases  13  2o 

Of  whom j number-  if  any,,  under 
.voluntary  supervision  . .13-'  20 


3),  Number  of  above  cases  on  the 
registers  of  occupation  and 
industrial  centres 

Under  statutory  supervision  6 

. under  Voluntary  Supervision  2 

On  Licence  from  institutions 
under  Guardianship  • ••, 

On  Licence'  from  Guardianship  « • 


63 

3 


33 

33 


23 

3 

2 
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Blind 


.) 


The  fQ]lo-;7lnB  report  las  'beon  subnittod  by  pir. 
ChanbeiO.a:' n,  tliG  seoretary  of  tho  "Jolverhanpton,  Dudley 
and  Dls  triu  l:.s  Tus-'r]  lutlon;  for  the  Blind,  on  the  v;ork 
anon^  Dol'd  .>  Bl  Ind  Persons  . 


Regisi:ia^  i.C'O  . 


Ivlale  s Fena  1 e s_  Total » 


Children  at  school. 

1 

1 

2 

Home  workers 

- 

1 

1 

Uo rkshop  Erplo 3'se s „ 

4 

3 

7 

Institution  "'iano'otorte  Tuner 

1 

— 

1 

Institution  Gardener 

1 

- 

1 

Emplo3^ed  Blsev/here 

Mental  and  other  cases  in 

1 

1 

institutions 

2 

2 

4 

Unemployable 

^35 

/J  r:? 

78 

45 

50 

95 

]if:iplo;/i:ient » 

There  are  nine  Dudle;/  blind  persons  Gnplo;fed  at  the 
Institution.  The  ecjrninys  of  those  uorkers  a '■c  based  on 
Trades’  Union  or- other  recounisd-  rates,  and  as  a conpen- 
sation  for  the  handicap  of  blindness  each  eiiplo3?’Ge  receives 
a v/eekly  auginentat ion  (and  if  narrie’d  a dependent’s 
allowance)  in  addition.  Tliis  augnontation  is  based  on  a • 
scale  of  22s,  6d  per  i/oek  for  nen  and  20s  per  week  for 
uoneii.  ,(1  par  bonus  based  on  the  cost  of  liviny  index  was 

introduced  in  January  1940. 


The  occupations  in  which  blind  people  are  o:'iplo3’cd 
at  the  Workshops  are 

Basket  making; 

Brush  making; 

Machine  and  hand  knitting; 

G-ardening ; 

Dudley  blind  'iTorkers  are  employed  as  follows  . 

Basket  makers  3,  ijrus  maker  1,  Machine  -knitter  1, 

Chair  seater  1,  pianclcrtc  Tuner  1,  Mat  nalvor  1,  Gardener  1, 

Home  Workers. 

There  is  one  blind  person  resident  in  Dudlc3^  included 
in  the  Institution  Home  '.Workers’  dcheme.  This  worker 
receives  a weGkl3'  augmentation  of  17s  6d  per  week,  plus 
war  bonus. 


Uhair  seating; 
pianoforte  tuning  and 
repairing; 
Mat  making; 


Home  Teaching  a.nd  visiting,  - 

Nearl3?-  2,000  visits  have  been  made  by  the  Institution 
Home  Teacher  to  unempl.  37-able  'blind  persons  in  their  hones. 
Through  the  re di  un  of  this  service  the  individual  needs 
of  all  blind  persons  are  brou^Iit  to  the  notice  of  the 
institution. 
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All  capable  of  boirir'^  taught  arc  givon  instruction 
■ in  araillo  and  Moon  reading  and  vrritingj  and  also 
in  siiaplo  hone  occupations, 

social  activities  have  been  continued,  but  in 
order  to'' avoid  the  possibility  of  danger  in  uar  tine  from 
congregating  blind  people  the  social  centres  at  the 
People’s  Mission  Roon  and  at  King  Street  Congregational 
Church  Roora  have  been  closed.  In  place  of  the  usual 
annual  outing,  short  distance  trips  for  linited  nurabors 
have  taken  place.  These  restrictions  have  been  greatly 
nournod  by  the  blind  people,  and  in  face  of  popular 
demand  the  Institution  is  endeavouring  to  enlarge  the 
scope  of  its  social  vork  in  Dudley’’, 

Augnontation  of  income. 

The  inoono  of  unemployable  blind  persons  is  augmented 
on  a basis  of  £l  per  v/eek.  Under  tie  scheme,  which 
includes  the  benefits  arising  for  the  passing  of  the 
Blind  persons  Act,  1938,  and  the  provision  of  a special 
war-tine  allowance,  48  blind  persons  receive  grants. 

The  scherie  is  administered  by  the  Institution  on  behalf 
of  the  Tov/n  council. 

The  Institution  Committee  gratefully  acknowledge 
the  help  and  co-operation  extended  by  the  Tovjn  council 
in  the  i;  proved  financial  conditions  for  the  blind  in  the 
purchase  of  goods  ma.do  by  the  'blind  workers,  and  in  the 
'Toik  for  the  blind  of  Dudley  gencrall3^. 


Vcncroal  Msea^^es 

The  following  is  a report  on  the  work  carried  out 
in  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  during  1940, 

The  number  of  now  patients  was  165,  these  making 
5,175  attendances.  523  serological  tests  wore  performed 
at  the  County  Bacteriological  Laboratory,  Stafford,  and 
285  bacteriological  excuuinations  vrarc  made  at  the  Clincc. 

The  number  of  injections  given  for  the  treatment  of 
syphili-s  was  1998. 

lOl  patients  were  discharged  after  completion  of 
treatment  and  final  tests  of  cure,  17  defaulted  before 
completion  of  treatment  and  7 after  completion  of  treatment 
but  before  firnl  tests  of  cure.  26  cases  were  transferred 
to  other  centres. 
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IMFSCTIO:tB  AIMD  OTPIER  DIS  EASSS 


Tile  follonin/g  table  suiiinarises  the  incidcncG  of 
the  principal  iiotifiablo  di  eases  during  the  past  5 year's.^ 


scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
puerperal  pyrexia 
Ophthalnia  Neonatorui'i 
pneumonia 
Erysipelas 

Encephalitis  Lotiiargica 
Enteric 

Anterior  poi :i cuyolitis 
polioencephalitis 
Corcbro-spinal  Fever 
7ho oping  Cengh 
Measles 


1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

126 

67 

48 

104 

78 

104 

98 

l04 

54 

70 

5 

7 

9 

9 

6 

5 

9 

11 

8 

5 

69 

69 

114 

56 

74 

21 

23 

24 

16 

9 

- 

— 

1 

— 

1 

- 

- 

2 

3 

2 

- 

- 

3 

2 

1 

2 

8 

Hot  notifi 

able 

4 

158 

Not  notifi 

able 

2 

88 

Immunization  against  diphtheria  was  done  to  a limited 
extent  during  the  37'ear,  148  children  having  been  immunized, 
C ircumstances  have  pemitted  a much  greater  amount  of  this 
vrark  being  done  in  1941  and  well  over  2000  school  and 
pre-school  children  have  been  treated  since  February,  1941. 

The  incide-nce  of  diphtheria  is  somewhat  higher  than 
last  year,  but  scarlet  fever  has  declined  considerably. 

Disinfection  of  premises  following  infectious  disease 
was  done  in  236  instances. 

Twenty-five  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  for 
the  first  time  during  the  year,  compared 'with  62  in  1939, 
seven  deaths' from  Tuberculosis  ?/ere  recorded  of  cases  not 
previously  notified. 


Provision  for  cases  of  Infectious  Disease. 


on  the  1st  February  1940  the  agreement  between  Dudley 
Coip  oration  and  the  Wolverhampton  corporation  whereby  the 
latter  proposed  to  extend  the  '[olverhampton  isolation 
Hospital  and  to  provide  additional  beds  for  Dudley  cases ■ 
was"terminated.  The  Wolverhamipton  corporation  continued 
the  current  arrangement  whereby  Dudley  cases  are  admitted 
if  beds  are  available. 

The  general  arrangements  for  the  reception  of  cases  of 
infectious  disease  arising  in  the  Borough  continued  to  be 
unsatisfactory  and  great  difficultjr  has  been  experienced  on 
many  occasions  in  getting  accomraodation  for  our  patients. 
This  should  bo  remedied  in  large  measure  by  the  inclusion 
of  Dudley''  as  a constituent  'ic-mber  of  the  TJest  Midlands  Joint 
Hospital  Board  and  the  use  by'  that  Board  of  Moxl.ejr'  HospitaX. 
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